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BEING FRANK

Let’s Get Back On The Right Path

By Billy Frank Jr.
NWIFC Chairman

Whoever you are, whatever you do and wherever you live in thEhe tribes don’t want that, and nei
state ofWashington, it is to your benefit to support state and tridakr should youVe are all in the same
co-management of the fisheries resource. boat.Through co-management, tribe

There are a number of reasons why this is undeniably true. & other governments can keep th
one, it's the lawCo-management is legally mandated by fedetabat afloat. Without it, we all sink.

dollars, years of time and tons of eggryet seldom accomplishesntervention by the federal govern{:
a thing. Co-management also provides an opportunity for thent into the dhirs we should be
people of this nation to do something they can be proud ofmanaging ourselves. It will come inf
keep their wordThe tribes are here to st@nd their treaty rights the form of listings of salmon species

are as valid as the Constitution that protects them. under the Endangered Spedies, a sign of failure by all of us to
So, what does this mean to the fish? For that mattext does it meet our responsibilities in the proper manner.
mean to us humans? As Mitch Johnson, chairman of state Fish avitHlife Com-

By staying out of court and at the government-to-governmenission stated in a recent joint gathering, “Only through regula
negotiation table, we can seek common solutions to common probaningful dialogue will we be able to evolve a clear understan
lems We can work togetheas a team, to protect and restore salmanmg of the processes that should guide state and tribal discussit
habitat. V¢ can produce cooperative harvest plans and catch-acdiscussions that will meet the needs of both parties by prote:
countability programs. | know we can do these things, and mist the natural resources we care about while maintaining the fz
more, because we have already done them. In fact, the pasicl®f our communities.” He said that fabric is torn right now bu
years were unofficially dubbed the “era of cooperation” betwesmade a firm commitment to uphold court decisions defining tribe
the state and the tribes, and it was an era of progress. Co-marigpéag rights. He is also committed to support the continued d
ment, based on understanding and mutual respect, is the onevelagpment of state/tribal cooperation, pointing out that we nee
only path to progress in natural resource management in theduwork together to repair that fabric.
ture. We agree, but it wob’be easyThere are those who wish to

Over the past yeahowever the spirit of cooperation betweerdivert us, despite the fact that such diversion could be disastrc
the state and the tribes has been threatdiede are many rea-for us all.This is a critical time for those who truly care about oul
sons this has been the case, ranging from partisan politics t@@mmon future in this state, and who understand the need for
creased pressure to exploit the environment. These things leagbirit of cooperation, to speak out in support of that spirit and he
the path of renewed conflict. us all get back on the right path.

On The Cover: Ben Ives, Port Gamble S'Klallam tribal member, paints a cedar totem, one of four that
he and three other S'Klallam carvers are creating for the tribe's longhouse. Photo: D. Williams
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Mass Marking Dispute Forces Court Action

The state Department of Fish an{@
Wildlife’ s refusal to honor an agreemen
on mass marking young hatchery coh
forced westeriWashington treaty Indian
tribes to seek a federal court order to stg
the plan.

“The tribes do not oppose the concef
of mass marking or selective fisherial.
we ask is the state take the time to mal
sure it's done right,” said Billy Frank Jr
chairman of the Northwest Indian Fisher
ies Commission.

The tribes’ request for a temporary re
straining order to stop the marking wa
granted in October by Federal Distric
Court Judge Barbara Rothstein in Seattl

“It' s been a long time since we've had
go to court with the state on something lik|
this,” said Frank. “But the stagetrefusal
to honor its legal commitment to the tribe
as co-manager of the resource cannot
unchallenged.”

Atissue was the stateintention to mark a young hatchery salmon has its adipose fin clipped to indicate that it is carrying a coded
all — about 12 million — of its 1995 hatch-wjre tag. Information obtained from the tagging program forms the basis of fisheries
ery coho production from Puget Sound anganagement in the region.

coastal areas north of Grays Harbbhe
fish were to be marked by clipping the adieas in recent years to protect weak wildne Fisheries Service, which asked the
pose fin near the taithat mark, however stocks. agency to delay mass marking.
is the same one used by tribal, state anch number of tribes signed a Memoran- "We need reliable data from the
federal hatcheries along tiiéest Coast to dum of Understanding with the departmertoastwide coded wire tagging program to
mark hatchery fish that have had codeié May that specified how the agencye able to assess théeets of mass mark-
wire tags inserted into their snowghen would proceed with mass markinfgkey ing and selective fisheries, and to make
those fish are harvested as adults, the tagsndition was that full scale mass markthem work," Frank said.
provide fisheries managers with informaing would not occur unless Canada agreedWe can have mass marking and selec-
tion on their origin, age, migration patternso sample its fisheries to detabashing- tive fisheries, and we can have a coastwide
and other data critical to fisheries manageon-bound coho carrying coded wire tagsoded wire tagging program. But we must
ment. The coastwide coded wire taggingo maintain the viability of the coastwidemake sure that we are not sacrificing one
program provides the data that is the fourroded wire tagging program. Canada rder the other We must put the resource
dation of domestic fisheries managemetitised, citing technological concerns, ydirst," Frank said.
in the region, and also is required undehe department proceeded with mass markSince granting the tribes' request, Judge
the Pacific Salmoffireaty between the U.S.ing in violation of the MOU. Rothstein has continued the restraining or
and Canada. Other fisheries managers also expressder indefinitely while the parties work out a
The state Department of Fish anld- concerns about the possible loss of codgaint plan, under court direction, to imple-
life was under a legislative mandate tovire tag data, including the National Mament mass marking and selective fisheries.
mark all of its 1995 coho production now

being reared in its hatcherieBhe idea . .
would enable sport fishermen to distin
guish hatchery fish from wild fish in mixed h

stock areas such as the north coast and
Strait of Juan de Fuca, wheregamum-

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission News is now available via the NWIFC
ome page on th&orld Wide WebThe address is http://mako.nwifc.wa.gov
The home page contains information about member tribes of the NWIFC, tribal

natural resource management activities, links to related sites and a wide range o

bers of hatchery and wild fish mingle be- o 440001 information. The site is updated frequently with new information and
fore seeking out their streams of origin. features

Fisheries have been restricted in those ar




Seeding Th
Trees For
The Forest

Everyone has a family tree, but did you kno
that trees have families, too?
The Quinault Indian Nation (QIN) Forestr
Genetics program is home to more than 1,5
tree families.The tribal program has bee
tracking families of trees for 20 years to pré

vide healthy progeny for fututestern hem- Mitch Bumgarner, tribal tree improvement crew member, prunes the lower branches

lock, Sitka spruce and Douglas fir forests.
Quinault Tree Improvement Forester Jim
Hamgrove has guided the growth and development

of a tree to hasten growth. Photos: K. Boysen

existing seed orchard trees. “Some species lik

of nurtured tree seedlings from the first meag
nine-acre plot of ground to the present-day 2. .
acre operation located not far from the mouth (%
the Quinault River The QIN plants an averagess
of 1 million to 1.5 million seedling trees each yea
to reforest harvested tribal and trust lands on t
reservation.
“Twenty years ago, no single source existed t
could guarantee the quality and origin of the se
we needed," said Hagirove. "So, we started ou
own seed orchard andstreally paid df Soon
we will produce enough seed to cover all of o
replanting needs."
The Quinault Department of Natural Resource
(QDNR) forestry stdfhas assembled a state-of

the-art seed program establishing the tribe as\&ratted western hemlock
leader in applied forest genetics. In fact, the seggk in the QIN orchard.

operation has been so successful that government
agencies and private forestry managers, such as

Western hemlock yield very small cones with tiny
seeds. Just a handful of hemlock seeds can grc
hundreds of seedlings,” Haove said.

Grafting Western hemlock and Douglas fir has
been practiced at the Quinault seed orchard fc
13 years using test information to add better qua
ity trees each yearest site plantations have been
located throughout the reservation to monitor the
enhanced characteristics of each species. Mo
Quinault timberland is replanted the year follow-
ing harvest. If seed that comes from the see
orchard is used to plant the reservasdotests,
an additional 10 to 15 percent faster growth cal
be expected. Not only is recovery fasheit new
habitat is also produced for the benefit of wild-
life such as deer, elk and birds.

Research has also revealed that other tree sf
cies respond better to the variety of soil and habi
tat conditions throughout the reservation. Fol

ITT-Rayonier and Simpson, now participate in sharing seed @rstance, Sitka spruce, white pine and Lodgepole pine thrive

data.

"Just a handful of hemlock seeds can grow
hundreds of seedlings."
— Jim Hargrove

wetland and swampy areas whereas Douglas fir growth is ac
ally retarded in excessively wet soil.

Increasing recovery and maintaining the diversity of tree sp
cies is a continuing goal of the program. In 1995, four alder te
sites were installed to determine if planting alder can overcon
brush competition in river bottom areas. Often underbrush ot
grows alder which depresses alder recovery in some areas.
periments are also under way for improving alder growth, ar

Several goals were established early in the QDNR tree impras@tonwood is being planted to increase available pulp wood
ment program. Sthfooked for trees that were straight, healthyhe years aheadl'he program also works witvestern red ce-
and taller or fastegrowing than their neighbors. Other desirabldar and Silver fir in selected locations around the reservatio
characteristics such as disease resistance and high quality &ibeording to Hargrove.
for speciality pulp wood were also identified and incorporatedWe are taking a thoughtful approach to ensure genetic-dive

into the program . Once a preferred tree is located, tree impraity-for the long-term health of our forest stands, dtave said.
ment crew members cutfahe top of the tree and graft it to— K. Boysen
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Divers Leap For Safet

You couldnt tell from all the grins and high-fives that Suquamish tribal geodt
divers were learning life-edeath skills. But jumping out of a helicopter hoverin
30 feet above the choppurf of Agate Pass seemed to make eyaacy rescue
training a whole lot of fun.

The divers were getting hands-on experience of the elite Snohomish Cq
Search and Rescue team’s capabililiée exercise was mutually beneficighe
rescuers were able practice their skills, and the divers were able to learn w
it's like to be rescued.

There are an estimated 200 tribal geoduck, urchin and cucumber divers in
ern Washington.

The Oct. 27 training session, attended byliquamish divers andgamnized by
tribal seafood business manager Carolyn St. James, was part of tiseotnipahg
efforts to make its commercial diving operations as safe as possible.

“We wanted to give the divers and tenders
an idea of what an actual rescue would
like — what the procedures would be lik
and what they could do while they waite
for the rescuerso get to the scene,” sai
Randy Hatch, fisheries manager for th
Suquamish Tribe.

After a safety revieythe divers were flown
to the jump site — a buoy some 200 yar
offshore. Each diver gingerly made his wg
out onto the helicoptés skid and waited for |-
the sign to jump.

el

Above, a Suguamish geoduck diver takes
“The butterflies were definitely there, bu a wild ride back to the beach. Left, diver

at the same time, I've never had so much f Randy George reacts to his helicopter
— itwas terrific,” said Randy Gege, one of the tribal divers who took the leap. jump. Photos: D. Williams
know who to trust nowOur divers are trained.”

“The air crew had veryery high comments about all of you, and | have, too,” saididétrictor Dennis Lucia, who led the
divers through the training. “I guarantee you that winemes an incident, that person in trouble has an excellent chance for
survival because of thtsaining.”

Hatch said the safety of the trisalivers has been the focal point of the entire dive program.

“The tribal council has always felt it was better to be safe and take that extra safety measigig. itake our safety
regulations a little more cumbersome, but we feghitdrth it,” he said.

The Suquamishribe has 18 people in its dive training program — 15 divers and three temderact as the supervisor of
each dive operation.

“The tenders are another layer of safety we’'ve put in,” Hatch said. “Our tenders hauwergogé the surface air supply
course, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, plus gecy first aidand their basic job is to keep an eye on the operatfey're
the ones responsible for makitinge call as to whether the diver goes in the waterD. Williams

Tulalips Again Forced To Cancel Shellfish Harvest

Federal marshals might accompanfirming the tribes’ right to harvest shell- vest out of concern for the safety of our
Tulalip shellfish harvesters the next time théish available on beach propertige tribe  people,” said Francy Sheldon, Director of
tribe decides to exercise its treatyad scheduled a harvest for the eveningthe Tribal Fisheries Department. ‘®\are
shellfishing rights on privately-owned Hatof Nov. 13 and 14 during low tides. How- in the process of consulting with federal of-
Island. ever, tribal survey crews were physicallyficials now to seek federal enforcement of

For the second time this yedhe tribe threatened by persons on the island whefribal treaty fishing righta/e will not aban-
canceled a shellfish harvest due to threatsey attempted to confirm beach markerglon our right to harvest on Hat Island, which
of violence from Hat Island residents. Baseith preparation for the harvest. is a traditional harvesting place of deep cul-
on atwo-year-old federal court decision af- “We found it necessary to cancel the hartural significance to us."



Dairy Waste Polluting Shellfish

Lummi Nation clam digger Buddy Solomon says laummi tribes.A complaint was filed in
shellfishing closure on Portage Bay beaches due to pollut@ctober alleging that a dairy farmer nes
will hurt, but not devastate, his income. Instead, he worriegerson illegally spilled up to 400,00(
about Lummi elders during the winter months. gallons of raw dairy waste into side char

“We have senior citizens that depend on clamming for theals of the riverThe spill occurred when
little income,” said Solomon, who is also a Lummi fisheriegaste was oveapplied to fallow corn ‘
commissioner. “It§ going to hurt them really baflhere are fields and excess manure rahiafo river
no other areas for them to go.” side channels which carry flow in the win

The Lummi Nation, on a request by the state Departmentefmonths
Health, voluntarily closed commercial harvest of oysters andNooksack tribal water quality special
clams along the Portage Bay shoreline of the Lummi Resst Chris Woodward is coordinating
vation until the source of the pollution is corrected or the afdaoksack and Lummi monitoring of th
is reclassified. Manure run4ofrom dairy farms into the site. “The enforcement here is real sptt
Nooksack River is believed to be the culprit, and worsenisige said. “Its obvious farmers have a cle
conditions could lead to a prolonged or permanent closurenessage they can do whatever they wa

Solomon said Lummi Bay and Onion Bay beaches remaifmhe Department of Ecology ordered t
open to shellfishing, but accessibility isfai@lt for elders. farmer to remove all the waste from t
“There are banks and dbfand its a long way to go to climb channels and dispose of it in a locati
up and pack 40 pounds of clams,” he said. where it will not enter the river againLeroy Deardorff, Lumm

Also, many of the shellfish there arewf Portage Bay However it is unlikely that all the wasteto shellfishing because
market quality. Ironicallythe market price for manila clamscan be removed either because it is not
($1.75 per pound with some buyers) is outstanding right n@aecessible or because it has washed into the rivers as flows
and many Lummi diggers are essentially shut out. in the past montiNaste has also soaked into the ground alo

Lummi Natural Resources Director Merlefdedon said the the side channelgVoodward reports a manure smell in the si
closure represents a significant loss of revenue to the tribe anchigsinels even after they have been cleaned and suspects gr
membersThere is a bed of oysters cultured in the area whisfater pollution. She expects continued water quality proble
was planned for harvest at the period of peak value just befond damage to fisheries.

Christmas. In recent years, when the need was great becauséwihmi shellfish biologist Michael Cochrane submitted a r
failed salmon seasons, féegon said Lummi diggers have deport to the Department of Ecology in 1990 warning of the thr
pended on harvests befarkanksgiving through Christmas tao Portage Bay shellfish from dairy waste entering the Nooks
provide revenue to get them through the holidays. River.Whatcom is the No. 1 dairy-producing county in the sta

The closure follows on the heels of egladairy waste spill  “We believe the primary cause of the problem is the dairy we
on the Nooksack Riverdentified by both the Nooksack andnanagement practices in the lower watershed,” Cochrane s

Land That Poduced Co

The NisquallyTribe recently returned a dozen acres of dik
farmland at the mouth of the Nisqually River to the ebb and fl
of the tides, creating badly needed fish and wildife habithtle
12 acres of new saltwater marsh may not sound like much,
when you realize just how fast estuarine areas are disappe
in the Puget Sound region.

e ..'i .: ¥ $ .:.I.. '- I S I
Georgianna Kautz, Nisqually tribal fisheries manager, stands on a

dike along the lower Nisqually River that was breached recently to
create new fish and wildlife habitat. Photo: T. Meyer

=
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In 1800 there were about 22,500 acres of coastal wetlands :
the shores of Puget Sound. Since then, nearly 14,000 acres
been diked, filled and converted to uses for agricultural, p
industrial, residential and commercial development, accorc
to a 1990 report by the Puget Sound Water Quality Authority

The new habitat was created by breaching a 30-foot-high |
built almost a century ag®he tribe purchased the acreage frc



e o [
| environmental director, surveys a Portage Bay beach that is closed
of pollution. Photo: L. Harris

Cochranes research suggested a glaring correlation betwe
the high levels of fecal coliform in Portage Bay after periods ¢
high water flows in the river

“We are furious that the Department of Ecologlgich has the
responsibility to protect water qualityas not taken the proper ac-
tions to correct the deteriorating water quality in the Nooksack Riv
which has been identified since the late 1980s,” sdierden.

Lummi and Nooksack natural resources departments are pla
ning meetings with the U.S. Environmental ProtecAgency
and the Department of Ecology to demand immediate and str
gent action to stop future dairy waste pollution from known prok
lem farms— L. Harris

Tribes, State, Farmers
Improve Elk Habitat

While many farmers try to discourage wild animals such as ell
from grazing on their property for feaf crop and fence dam-
age, a Dosewallips River valley couple are encouraging elk tc
take up residence on a portion of their land.

Vern and lda Bailey, who have spent more than a half-centur
on their riverside farm five miles froBrinnon have essentially
turned over 40 acres of property to the elk. By allowing state an
tribal wildlife managers to spread four tons of fertilizer on the
acreage, the Baileysboperation could resutti fewer reports of
elk damage in the lower Dosewallips River vallegcause the
animals should findmple winter forage without munching on
neighbors’ lawns and gardens.

“We dont use that pasture, we just let a few horses oketyi
Bailey said. “The elk are here anyway, so why not improve this
place so they can use it?”

A herd of about 45 elk roam the Dosewallips River valley from
the headwaters in Olympic NationBhrk to the saltwater at
Brinnon. Some of the animals spend the summer in the park, bt
move with winters cooler weather down the valley where they
N encounter farms and homes. Reports of damageps, lawns,

f fences and other property have increased as the number of €
has increased.
The Baileys have agreed to allow the Point No Poieaty

Council (PNPTC) anWashingtorDepartment of Fish andild-

Sl life (WDFW) to spread the fertilizewhich is intended to help
provide winter-time forage for the elk.
AN- «|t js important that the Dosewallips elk herd remain at a viable
level for recreation, and habitahhancement projects such as
N-this are an important step in protecting this refdture,” said
~ WDFW wildlife biologist Jack Smith.
The pasture enhancement project occurred in OctBbEITC

Wildlife Program Director Sallilickelson said the fields should

ws Is Now &ducing Fish

farmer Ken Braget and has an option to purchase the entire

continue to provide high-quality grass for the elk throughout the
winter. PNPTC purchased four tons of fertilizethile WDFW
provided the tractor and operator to spread the material.
“It’ s starting to look real lush already in that pasture,”gaid
40Bailey. “They’ll be using it quite a lahis winter.”

acre farm bordering the Nisqually National Wildife Refuge, but The agencies will cooperate in weekly monitoring oftaed’s

has not yet obtained funding.

response to the project throughout the fall, winter and spring.

Estuarine areas — where freshwater and saltwater meet — aréOur main concern is keeping this a wild herd,” Nickelson said.
salmon nurserieFheir nutrient-rich waters frame the food web “We dont want this herd to get usedkeing around peopl&ve
that supports many commercial fish and shellfish stocks. Juvavant to see them stay up in the drainage and out of town."
nile coho and chinook often will remain at the mouth of a river Tribal game managers closed the Dosewallips region to triba

for as long as a year before moving out to sea.

hunting in 1990 in response to l@amimal numbers. Three years

Restoring the farmland to its natural state honors the gribelater, the state closed the region to non-tribal huntingddnl

historical bond with the rivesaid Geagianna Kautz, tribal fish-

1995, 17 animals from a Sequim-area elk herd that had becon

eries manager. “We're real excited about this project,” she said@ccustomed to grazing on homeown&/nsand flowers were
“And we’re looking forward to creating more fish habitat in the captured and relocated to the Dosewallips areeD. Williams

future.”— T. Meyer



Genetic Marking Balances YSFWS: Tribal Net
Fisheries Pose Little

Needs Of Fish, Fishermen y.m 1o Murrelets

T_heTuIallpTr'|bes o ity 4 : A “Biological Opinion” by the U.S. Fish
using genetic mass . -t

; . - andWildlife Service (USFWS) concluded
marking techniques to - , T .
. that treaty net fisheries in west&kashing-
balance the protection .
D g ton are not a primary cause of marbled
of wild fish from the e
. . murrelet mortalities.
Stillaguamish and . . . . .
Snohomish rivers with ...Itis the Services biological opinion that
the 1996 through 199Beaty Puget Sound
the need to produce . . .
Salmon net fishenas proposed, is not likely
harvestable numbers of . . : .
to jeopardize the continued existence of the
hatchery chum salmon N
for Indian and non-In murrelet,” the report says.
dian fishermen The bird has been protected under the En
) ' - dangered Specieict since 1992, and all
Tulalip marks all y & =

chum and chinook Richardy T | lio h ) hnici " activities with the potential of negatively af-
ichard Young, Tulalip harvest management technician, takes fecting their survival — including develop-
salmon before they a sample from a Battle Creek chum salmon for genetic ‘i i d net fisheries |
leave the tribal hatch. identification. Photo: L. Harris ment in sensitive areas, and net fisheries i
. o . . . . W . certain areas, must be examined.
ery, allowingTulalip fisheriesnanagers to biologist Kit Rawson. “V& are monitor . .
AT . . . Marbled murrelets are sea-going birds tha
distinguish hatchery stocks from the mor@g natural spawning areas to see if our_ .
. . . . . nest in old growth forests and feed on smal
fragile wild runs.That way the tribe can hatchery fish are straying theve are us- . .
o L . . - saltwater fish.The birds become sexually
emphasize its selective fisheries programg our marked chum as an indicator for .
. . ature after three to five years, and female:
and taget the marked stocks through a vé&Ruget Sound fish in Canadian and U.S. .
. . . . , : ay just one egg per yeamaking the
riety of innovative management techmixedstock fisheriesAnd we are also . . .
. . g strengthening of the bird population a slow
niques. using the entry timing of the marked chum .
3 _ ) . . oo rocessThere are an estimated 5,000 to
Our local fishing area has always beemto our terminal area fisheries in Port Suz . .
. LA . ,000 marbled murreletsWiashington, and
managed for wild stock production,” saicsan, Port Gardner afdilalip Bay to help
; o . . . .between 18,500 and 32,000 murrelets on th
Francis Sheldomulalip fisheries manager us increase the harvest rate in hatchery fi st Coast
“Our hatchery mass marking programand reduce the rate on local wild stocks. . o . -
. . . As with past Biological Opinions, USFWS
employ the best current science to allowThe tribe developed the genetic mark b . .
. C : oncluded that the continued destruction of
us to protect wild stocks as necessartagging fish returning to the hatchetak- . )
: . - . . the coastal old growth timber stands is the
while at the same time giving our peopléng muscle samples and sending theumberone threat to the murrelstiuture
access to the hatchery fish produced on teamples to the state Department of Fl% '

reservation.” and Wildlife genetics laboratory in Olym- ommercial fishing practices an'd oil sp!lls,
. are noted as secondary factors in the ®ird
pia the same dayhe state faxed the re-

“«our | o sults of genotypes to the tribe the nex ecllne.T_he tribes believe th:_it other activi-
ur local fishing area has morning, so that crews knew which fistieS afecting murrelet populations should be

always been managed for to spawn and which fish not to spawn. altered or halted before treaty-protected fish:

. . ’ o . eries are d&bcted.
wild stock production, fsheries echnicians can take weekly ts. " t1bes have developed a plan (0 de
— Francis Sheldon sue samples from chum that are c;/u ﬁ(fribe the distribution and abundance of
by tribal fFi)shermen from in-river retumg_’marbled murrelets in northern Puget Sounc

Now, because of a ground-breaking geng salmon and from chum that return t§ nd Hood Canallhe information is being

netic mass marking program, thehe hatcheryThe samples are sent to thgathered n cooperation with state and fed
. . e eral agencies.
hatcherys chum salmon theoreticallystate lab for identification and the results Previous monitoring plans in past vears
won't have to be marked again. By maare critical in helping th&ulalips manage have demonstrated ?hgt fow _pif ar)( -
nipulating gene frequencies over a foumixed stock fisheries. murrelets are killed during treaty fisher>i/es
year chum cycle, the fish now possess a“We will continue to seek out innova- A new Bioloaical O inign will not be re-.
permanent genetic trait that identifies eadive ways to protect wild fish while main-_". 10109 P e
. . - ) . _quwed until 1999, unless the amount of inci-
as a Tulalip hatchery chum. taining the viability of our important fish dental take of murrelets — 28 in 1996. and
“We are using the marked chum in threeries based on hatchery runs,” Sheldo:% in 1997 and 1998 — is met or exce;aded
ways,” saidTulalip harvest managementsaid.— L. Harris — D. Wiiams
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Il o Py .
Bill Washington, SSC fisheries technician, sorts the results of a beach

seine as part of a study looking at juvenile chinook. Photo: L. Harris

Paddle To LaPush
Scheduled In 1997

Thousands of people will travel to the coastal Indian

community of LaPush in the summer of 1997 for an un
precedented international gathering of canddse
Quileute Tribe will host theA-KA-Lat Gathering —
Paddle to LaPush,1997, with othéfashington coastal
tribes, July 26-30The tribe accepted a challenge for the

paddle three years ago at Bella Bella in British Columbia.

The celebration follows a series of Nathmerican gath-
erings aimed at restoring the traditions of the Pacific North
west Indian canoe voyagingribes from Canada and

Washington state traveled to the Paddle to Seattle in 1989,

Bella Bella in 1993 and the Commonwealth Games i
Victoria, B.C., in 1994. Last summeéiwo Hawaiian

ocean-going canoes, the Hawariloa and Hokule’'a, vis
ited the West Coast and Southeast Alaska.

Smolt Study Helps
Skagit Chinook
Restoration Effort

When young Skagit River chinook salmon make a move, bi-
ologists with the Skagit System Cooperative are right on theil
tails.

By collecting juvenile chinook throughout the entire Skagit
River system, from the Suiattle River to Skagit Bay, biologists
are tracking the migration patterns and life histories of the fledg:
ling fish in a long-term study aimed at findindesftive meth-
ods of rebuilding the distressed fish runs.

SSC, the fisheries management arm of the Swinomish, Uppe
Skagit and Sauk-Suiattle tribes, is wrapping up its second yee
of work on what it hopes will be an eigy¢ar project. The data
collected will eventually help SSC develop a computer model
that can evaluate costfettive chinook restoration strategies in
the Skagit River system.

“The model will help assess thdegts of various habitat res-
toration projects, and which expenditures will result in the great:
est increase in salmon returning to the Skagit system,” sai
Lorraine Loomis, SwinomisHribal Fisheries ManagetWe
want to enumerate the fish that rear idetént habitat types at
different times, and find out which strategies result in the great
est return of adults.”

Skagit spring and summer/fall chinook together once com-
prised the lggest natural chinook runs in Puget Sound. But by
1977 a consistent decline in numbers prompted tribal actions t
save the fish, beginning that year with a complete shutdown i
tribal fishing for spring chinook.

“Annual commercial catches of chinook in Skagit Bay and
Skagit River have declined from about 40,000 to 50,000 in 193¢
down to a few hundred to a few thousand a yesaid Bob
Hayman, SSC Chief of Fisheries Services. Only 458 chinook
were harvested in 1994.

Based on poor escapement levels, three of six Skagit syste!
chinook stocks were listed as depressed in a 1992 state and trit
inventory of salmon and steelhead stocks. Escapement is tt
number of salmon allowed to return to their river of origin to
spawn and maintain the run.

As the project continues, SSC hopes to develop a compute
model that can simulate the production of each chinook life his:
tory type through each stage of its life, from incubation to spawn:
ing, and compare the before-and-after benefits of each propose
restoration action.

“This is a very valuable project because it will provide the
essential information needed to increase Skagit chinook pro
duction,” said Loomis. “W need to do everything we can to
insure the viability of these important salmon runs.’L. Har-
ris



TFW Plan Offers Better [~

Stream, Fish Potection [ 2

An emegency rule addressing inaccuracies in identifying fis
bearing streams and leading the way toward better protectio
those streams was adopted in November b\Wighington For
est Practices Board. é

The state assigns a classification to streams, based in pa
the presence or absence of fish, with the classification deter
ing the level of riparian (streamside) protectidype one, two
and three waters contain anadromous and resident fish,
type four and five waters do not.

The Timber/Fish/\Wdlife group, a forum of state, tribal, envi-§&
ronmental, and forest land/ners, developed a plan to improv(*
the states stream classification system. On N&4¢ theboard
approved TFWE proposal, which will remain in fetct for 120
days. o

The emegency rule broadens the definition of a fish-bearir_
stream based upon physicdlaracteristics. It includes streamf:
of less than 20 percent gradient and a width greater thaedtvo e
in western Vilshington, three feet in east&vashington, as wel| === — —
as basin area criteria. Carol Bernthal, Point No Point Treaty Council senior habitat

Tribal habitat biologists quantified the extent of streafologist, collects stream data. Photo: D. Williams
mistyping through field verification oftate water type maps
beginning in the early 19905 study completed in 1994 by Poinvival of some of thendangered fish stocks in west#&ashing-
No PointTreaty Council biologists, for example, showed the maies.
correctly identified only half of the fish-bearing streams in sev-Ultimately, the final solution to this problem will be an actual
eral Hood Canal watersheds. field review of all streams iWashington state,” said Billy Frank

Historically, habitat protection programs have focused on fish-, Chairman of the Northwest Indian Fishe@smmission.
bearing streams and thdiabitat, while ignoring the smaller‘Such a comprehensive review, though burdensome, is the o
streams. But, biologists found, small streams Ipageen to be a Way to ensurappropriate protection for fish.”
crucial part of a watershed, acting as conduits of watati- The greater challenge, Frank said, will be crafting an holisti
ment, and othematerials that determine quality and quantity gfatershed management strategy for the state. Such a plan cc
downstream fish-bearing habitat. avoid the listing of certain salmon and trout populations unds

Watershed analysis was tailored to create basin-specific sta@federal Endangered Spedes, as well as fulfill water qual-
dards for riparian protection, butitill take many years beforeity mandates as required by the federal Clean Water Act.
the process is completed on all watersheds. In the meangime;— D. Williams
source managers have serious concerns about the continued sur

Chinook Enhancement Paying Off On Stillaguamis

Plentiful early returns of summer chinook salmon have th&in 1996 we’ve had so many fish we’ve had to sub-sample tt
Stillaguamish Tibe optimistic that its 10-year wild stock restoearcasses,” Drotts said. “I would say easily tresgiother 100
ration efforts are paying off. to 200 fish out there we are skippiii¢pe number on the mainstem

“The final numbers arenyet in, but initial indications are thatstretch is probably closer to 45Dhe numbers are way up, no
it's some of the best spawning we've seen in 15 years,” said #opbt.”

Killebrew, Stillaguamish fisheries enhancement biologist. “In pasthe tribe hast’enjoyed a true chinook fishery on the river since
surveys, we didih’'see near the number of redds (egg nests)1883, when decades of poor land-use practices and devastating
see as many spawned out carcasses as we have ttiis year vironmental conditions in the Stillaguamish Basin, coupled wit

John Drotts, Stillaguamish harvest management biologist, dagh ocean harvest pressure, finally took a disastrous toll on salrr
the early numbers bode well. Drotts said partial carcass comusibersThe tribe began its chinook natural stock restoration i
on a 16-mile mainstem section of the North Fork already nuearnest in 1986 and has since released in the neighborhood ¢
ber 257 chinook, up from 206 total fish in 1994 and 191 in ‘9iillion chinook fry into the river— L.Harris
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Makahs Establish Whaling Commission

The MakahTribe has established a whaling commission tmme the idea that so many families are directly involVe.
develop regulations to govern the harvest of gray whales. commission will be new but old at the same times. dija-

The commission is an ganization of the traditional headsiized in the traditional way with hereditary leadership rather
of Makah families. Family leaders will apply the principles dhan elected positions.”
Makah customary law to establish rules and regulations go¥or the Makahs, whaling has always been central to their
erning the conduct of all ceremonial and subsistence whalivglihood as a primary source of food. No more is harvested
by Makah tribal members. than needed and every part of the whale is used in some fash-

Emphasizing the importance of thighaling Commission, ion — for food, for shelter or for ceremonial regalia.
Makah Tribal Council Chairman Hubert Markishtum said: “A deep spiritual hunger will be satisfied when the Makah
“Since 1855 we have reserved the right by treaty to hunt grabple can harvest whales again,” said former tribal chairman
fish in the sea around us. Our treaty right is a property rightard whaling commission member Gg@Bowechop. “Some-
a fundamental right upon which this great land, the Unitgédng will die inside our soul if we do not do thigle owe it to
States, was founded and is sustained totlag Makah people our children.That's one of the reasons why our past chigfs
can do no less than stand up for our inalienable right to hwetre so specific in reserving the treaty right to hunt whales,”
whales. It5 no diferent than our right to harvest other naturdle said.
resources on our reservation for economic viabiltye re-  Traditionally, each family gets a different part of the wh
spect the whale, we have honored the whale for centuriesoifbe used according to each fanslgncestral rites. “Each

spoken clearly on this.” flect the sacred nature of the whale,” said whaling com
“We came to the conclusion that restoring whaling must dien treasurer Ernie Cheeka. “The memory of the whale i
accompanied by the old ways of decision making — by camr genes.”
sensus and by family representation,” said Ben Johnson JFhe Makahs supported protection of the gray whale whil
president-elect of the newly-formed commission. “Whalingvgas on the Endangered Spedieslist for over 20 years. In
too vital to our tribe and must include a responsible body1894 the gray whale was de-liste@ihe current gray whale
manage increasingly complex resource decisions. population has rebounded to historic high levels of over 23,000
“The commission sees whaling as the way to unify and rearimals, and the commission feels that taking five whales a
venate cultural, spiritual and hunting practices that were getr is prudent within responsible biological management prac-
on hold for 70 years. People are excited by the prospecticds. The tribe also has the full backing of the federal gav-
having whales again. #’already having a positivefett on ernment consistent with its support of indigenous ceremonial
the morale of our tribe,” Johnson said. “Many people welnd subsistence harvest rights worldwideK. Boysen

Cooperation Rebuilding Hood Canal Summer Chum

A joint effort to rebuild a weakened run of Hood Canal sumeturned to the river to begin thealtwater migration. Hatchery
mer chum salmon Iseginning to show positive results, with somspawning ensures a much higher number of lifepahg per
rivers seeing more fish than have ever been recorded. matingcouple than a normal river spawning scenario would.

The recovery program began at the Quilcene National FisfThis year with as much spawning as there was both here (ir
Hatchery in 1992 in responsesxtremely poor Hood Canal sum+the hatchery) and in the rivéhere5sgoing to be a strong release
mer chum returnslhe runs were so low that the stock facedkack into the system,” said Larfglles of the Quilcene National
possible listing under the Endangered Species Act. Fish Hatchery. “W& should be able to release about 650,000 fry

The rebuilding plan, a cooperativdaet between the tribes offrom this yeals returns.”
the Point No PoinTreaty Council the U.S. Fish anildlife The 1996 returns were mainly the fexgarold survivors of
Service, and th&Vashington Department of Fisind Wildlife, 216,000 fry released in 1992. Orfl¢,500 fry were released in
involves capturing wild summer chum and moving them to th@93; 344,000 were released in 1994; and 441,000 summer chu
hatchery. fry were released last year.

The tribes have contributed to the program by supplying thBlost streams emptying into Hood Canal with summer chum
hatchery with live summer chumarvested in beach seine fisheruns reported stable or improvesturns.The Hamma Hamma
ies for coho salmon in Quilcene Baose fish, combined with and Duckabush rivers had slightly higher returns, while the
fish taken from the river by hatchery personnel, make up the rB@sewallips and Quilcene river systems reported the highest sun
jority of the summer chum available fitre recovery program. mer chum returns since records have been keptWilliams

The fish are spawned at the hatchenyd their dspring are
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A heavy rain pounded the Marblemourj
area where crews from Seattle City Lig

Reggie Ward, Sr.

Tribes, Utility Reconnect Habitat

mouth of a small Bacon Creek tributar Quinault el-
Just downstream, a Skagit System Coof der Reggie
erative fisheries technician planted willow# Ward, Sr, 69,

stakes through biodegradable matting thig = ' . died recently
was holding the drenched stream bank ' : following a se-
place. ries of illnesses

The hope is that, this winter and spring: Reggie was 3

as many as 1,600 juvenile coho salmon ﬁ ‘- . V| reknowned
use the tributary and thrive in high-qualitye *ﬂ_i. : character acto -
rearing habitat that was previously unavaijsss: who played MrWhirlwind in the

television series “Northern Exposure,” and
appeared in a number of documentarie:
and commercial productions. Around the
Pacific Northwest, he was hailed for his
contributions to teaching young people the
traditions and native history of the Olym-

pic Peninsula.

able. The new access will also accommg '%b
date spawning adult salmon. .8
The two agencies are wrapping up Worlg
on a cooperative project aimed at opening
nearly a half mile of rearing habitat cuf of'0hn Grossglass, SSC fisheries technician,
from Bacon Creek and the Skagit River b§abilizes astream bank with willow stakes
a series of natural and human-caused dlﬁ%g?g I(_)f Zja(;;g project near Bacon Creek.

-

turbances. \Mter flooding, a Highway 20 Bornin 1926 at LaPush, Reggie was de-
bridge, construction of power lines and the damming of the Skagit conspired to sqseersled from both the Quileute and
off a traditional Bacon Creek salmon rearing refuge. Quinault tribesA Navy veteran, he served

“There was good habitat in the tributabyt it was disconnected from the Skagit arid the Pacific irlWorld War II. His career
Bacon Creek as a result of a number of disturbances,” said John Klochak, SSC rastdualed time as a fisherman and fish-
tion scientist. SSC is the fisheries management agency of the Swinomish, Upper $kiggit at LaPush.
and Sauk-Suiattle tribes. ‘®\decided to reconnect this high quality habitais project ~ Not content with fishing at the age of 46,
fits with our overall watershed restoration strategilich emphasizes reconnectindreggie attended Grays Harbor College an
intact, high quality habitats that have become fragmented.” went on to complete a bachelor of arts de-

Through summer and fall, the two agencies teamed up to complete the projgteénat the University of Washington.
several phases — the first to replace a culvert at Bacon Creek Road. Next caméVivgs recently Reggie could be seen lead
primary project element — providing juvenile fish access to the habitat with a roighthe combined Quileute and Quinault
ened channeMood weirs, installed by Upper Skagit and Seattle City Light crewlighce, song and drum group at various
span the channel to provide an anchor fagddvsoulders, cobbles and gravel, whictiibal powwows, the Salmon Homecom-
give the young coho room to pass. Other project elements included installjag lag Celebration and other events.
woody debris for fish cover in a reach where power line clearing impacted the streAntandlelight service was held in his
and planting stream-side vegetation to stabilize the bank and keep the stream cowtmory Nov 4 at the Shaker Church in

L. Harris LaPush— K. Boysen
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
6730 Martin Way East BULK RATE
Olympia, WA 98506 U.S. POSTAGE
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